
       
 

  
 

  

 

                                                                            

 

                                                                              

   
 

   

 
   

 
   

 
 

    
 
   
  
   
 

   
      

 
   

   
 

  
 

COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY  
308 NW Columbia Ave. 

Lake City, Florida 32055 

Debbie Paulson, Director 

To: Time Capsule Committee Members 

From: Debbie Paulson, Library Director  DJP 

Date: August 22, 2013 

Re: Committee Meeting 
************************************************************************************************* 

The next meeting of the Viva Florida 500 Time Capsule Committee will be: 

September 25, 2013 
3:00PM 
Main Library Large Meeting Room 

I have attached the meeting agenda and hope that you can attend. We will be making 
the final decisions on what to place in the time capsule, where to put it, and when to 
open it. Also attached is a document with information and ideas about time capsules that 
was sent to you in July and would be good to review before the meeting. I will review 
suggestions of what to include in the capsule that I have received from the public. 

Thank you for your continued interest in this endeavor and I look forward to seeing you 
on September 25th. 

PHONE 386-758-2101 FAX 386-758-2135 TDD 386-758-1016 



  
     

     
  

    
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

    
 

   
 

    
 

       
 

    
 

  
 

Time Capsule Committee Meeting 
September 25, 2013 3:00pm 
Main Library Meeting Room 

305 NW Columbia Ave. 
Lake City, FL 32055 

Agenda 

1. Introductions 

2. Review of Time Capsule Project 

3. Selection of Items 

4. Where to Place the Time Capsule 

5. When to Open the Time Capsule 

6. Ceremony and Reception 

7. What’s Next? 



  
 
             

            
          

      
           
            

            
        

                   
           

             
          

     
                  

       
             

   
      

 

      

          
  

   

  

      
    

        
  

     

    

      

      

   
 

       

 

    
  

     

        
 

       
 

  

    

     

    

       
  

      

      

  

  

  

Viva Florida 500 Time Capsule Information and Ideas 

The Columbia County Public Library has been soliciting ideas from Columbia County 
residents for ideas on what items should be placed in the time capsule. Each of the three library 
locations have had suggestion ballots, I asked for ideas in my Lake City Reporter column on 
Viva Florida 500, and suggestion ballots were also available at the Focus Friday Happy Birthday 
Florida event in April. Many suggestions are the same – cell phone, I-phone, Play Station 3, 
video games, current electronics – but some want to show life in Columbia County in 2013 with 
photographs of average people wearing typical clothing, pictures of Lake City, Fort White, the 
countryside, along with demographics of the County, and prices of today’s goods. 

Before our Time Capsule Committee reconvenes, I thought you might want to take a look at 
what kinds of items last and how to preserve them in a time capsule, as well as which items will 
not last and why. Keep in mind our time capsule is small, cylindrical, and measures 2.5 feet tall 
with a diameter of 5 inches. The size of our capsule definitely dictates what we can include. It 
came with archival acid free and Mylar sleeves. 

At our next meeting, to be held in early September, we will decide what to put in the time 
capsule, where it will be placed and for what length of time. 

From the State Archives of Florida, Florida Department of State: 
Longest lasting items: 

 Black and white photographs treated with gold, selenium or polysulfide toner on a fiber base; place in acid 
free envelopes or sleeves 

 Photographic slides printed on a polyester base will last longer than those printed on an acetate base 

 Some textiles – cotton and polyester are the most stable; be sure they are clean and dry, then wrap them in 
acid free paper 

 Acid free, permanent paper (preferably cotton) with a pH of 7.0-8.5 

 Pencil or archival quality inks 

 Microfilm or microfiche produced to archival standards on a polyester base will last 100 years and will be 
viewable with only sunlight and a magnifying glass, should future technology lack micrographics 

 Wood – will last but must be sealed away from electronics due to gasses released during decomposition; 
seal in glass, pad well 

 Glass – breakable, but enduring; pad well 

 Pottery and ceramics – like glass, it is breakable but enduring; pad well 

 Freeze-dried foods – well sealed and then sealed in glass container; pad well 

 Nonferrous metals – copper, brass, gold, stainless steel, but also well sealed 

 If including electronic equipment and/or media, place inside anticorrosion enclosures and seal in glass and 
pad well 

 Paper and/or books – place in acid free folders, boxes or in mylar (polyester) sleeves 

Items that will not last: 
 Color photographs 

 Photographic slides on an acetate base 

 Textiles – silk can deteriorate in oxygen, wool and hair contain sulfur and will corrode metals, nylon 
decomposes 

 Batteries – deteriorate and release harmful chemicals while doing so. Do not include batteries in any 
electronic equipment 

 Newspaper 

 Diazo microfilm – releases ammonia as it decays 

 Polyvinyl chloride and polyvinyl acetate – will decay even in sealed capsules 

 Rubber – releases sulfur 

 Video, audio and computer tapes – life expectancy of modern magnetic tapes can be as short as 10 years 
due to the breakdown of the binder that holds the magnetic particles onto the tape 

 Pressure sensitive adhesive – eg. magic or masking tape 

 Canned food – can explode 

 Live ammunition 

 Iron 

 Leather 



 
 
 

  
               
 
                

          
            

            
          

      
                    

           
               

            
 

 
               

             
            

 
 

 
 

Where to Place the Time Capsule? 
We always assume a time capsule has to be buried, but the State Archives of Florida says: 

“It is not recommended that the time capsules be buried; many have been lost due to their 
location being forgotten, changes in geography, or urban renewal. If the time capsule is buried, 
it is important that the location be marked with a plaque describing the mission of the time 
capsule. Also, burial will effect the container and increase the chance of leakage. The best 
burial method is to first build an underground vault using concrete or bricks, making sure that it 
will drain well. Line the vault with fiberglass insulation. 

If you want a specific retrieval date for the time capsule, do not place it in a cornerstone of a 
building as cornerstones are only retrieved at the destruction or major overhaul of buildings. 

Above ground storage of time capsules is the best option, especially for those with a specific 
retrieval date. They can be stored in buildings, in plain sight – they don’t have to be hidden 
away.” 

One suggestion received is to encase the time capsule in bricks on the Main Library property 
with a visible marker. Another is to encase it in a heavy duty plastic box and place it inside the 
library in view of the public, also with a marker explaining what it is and when it’s to be opened. 
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